INW Newsletter
April 2017
From President Doug:

From the Editor:

April was a month with several highlights.
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Beginning of the next day, eight club members participated in a three-day hands-on class with Stuart.
Again, nothing but kudos from the participants. The hands-on portion of this three-day class was practice,
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The following
4/15), Ron Gooley hosted several club members at the Riverview shop for his normal monthly open turning session.
The next Friday (4/21) Ron (and club member/Riverview shop manager, Tommy John) had an exciting day.
Ron was turning a large rough maple bowl on his lathe, when the mortise on the bottom of the bowl fractured. Ron was wearing a shield when it happened. A piece of the ball came up and struck his shield fracturing the frame of the shield, and shoving the clear shield into his face, knocking him down, throwing him between the wall and the lady behind him and knocking him out. Tommy John heard what sounded like a
shotgun blast, and saw that Ron was no longer at his lathe. He ran over and was able to get Ron out from
between the lathe in the wall. T. John determined that Ron was regaining consciousness, and immediately
requested a resident at the shop to pull the emergency cord. He requested another resident call 911. Assistance arrived momentarily from the main building of the Riverview community, followed shortly by an ambulance. Ron was transported by ambulance, to the emergency room. Several hours later, Ron was released from the ER with stitches below his right eye and stitches closing a through and through laceration
of his lower lip. Being Ron, he was back turning in the shop by Wednesday of the following week. He has
promised to bring the fractured frame of the shield, and the exploded bowl to this next meeting to explain
what happened, … and to correct any mistakes I have made in this description of the event.
On 5/4, we will have a hands-on session with all lathes running to make boxes for the ‘kids”.

Show and Tell / Exhibit Table: Please bring your current work. We anticipate having a table for critique for those that
want constructive appraisal, as well as a table for those that just want to show their work without critique. We encourage learning and getting new ideas from evaluation, but some work needs none, and some artists prefer not to
participate in that fashion. The choice is always yours !
*******************************************
Raffle Table: Please feel free to bring extra wood, new or used tools, or other items for the raffle table. The money
raised from the raffle helps us maintain day to day operations of the club.
*******************************************

Treasurer’s Message:
We will begin accepting 2017 dues for INW in December,
payments can be made in advance of that if you are snow birding, etc.
Dues are per annum, beginning at each New Year, January 1, 2017. Renewal and new member dues are currently
$30.00, including family memberships, with students registered as members for free.
Make checks out to Inland NorthWest Woodturners or INW for short. Checks can be put in the mail to:
Inland Northwest Woodturners, c/o Carl Bodenstein, 701 W Timberview Ln, Spokane, WA 99224
Please remember the dues and membership for INW have no relation to membership or dues for AAW.
We prorate annual dues for NEW MEMBERS ONLY till June 30th, after which a minimum dues for the remainder of
the year is $15.00. All renewing members are $30.00 for 2017.
*******************************************
WEBSITE UPDATE: our website is up and running and getting better all the time. Members and visitors are encouraged to view the new features at: http://inwwoodturners.com/
*******************************************
FUNDAMENTALS AT RIVERVIEW: On the third Saturday of each month there are demonstrations and opportunities
for hands-on experience under the mentoring of more experienced club members starting at 9:00 am until ?????
Riverview Retirement Community is located at 1801 E Upriver Dr, Spokane, WA 99207 and the workshop is located
just south of the main entrance on Ross Ct.
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Newsletter Suggestions Encouraged
Have an article, comments, or suggestions for our
newsletter? I would appreciate hearing from you!
Email to: sandrhays@netscape.net
“WoodTurner” in the subject line please.

Project of the Month - Mallets
By Frank E. Hutchison

moderate force uses, meaning that you are driving
Every woodturner should have a wooden mallet. A
bold statement but one that has been proven time and
time again. Wooden mallets are perfect

something into wood with reasonable force – you’re
not trying to drive the object through the wood. Your
blank should be 4”x4”x12” and your firewood pile can
be a great source. I have used cherry

for driving drive spurs into blanks – using a metal hammer, particularly a steel head hammer, will mushroom
the end of your drive spur and it won’t fit, or worse, fly
loose under use. Wooden mallets allow you to seat
the drive spur without damaging your drive spur. But
I’m not suggesting that you go out and buy one. A
mallet is easy to make and has the advantage of being
a source of pride in your workmanship – or, at least, an
opportunity to practice your spindle turning skills.
A mallet is turned between centers with the wood
grain running from one end to the other. The most
durable mallets have straight grain, but
unless you are pounding on objects with big
roundhouse swings, most any hardwood blank with
reasonable grain will work. Mallets are for

firewood for mallets as well as mystery wood. Branches serve very well as a source for mallets (see photo
above – the rest of the branch WAS firewood). I have
also created laminated blanks using maple as the core
and exotic woods wrapped around which resulted in a
striking mallet (pun intended). Maple is a tradi-

tional wood for mallets and

the exotics add a great highlight. An easy way to create a laminated mallet blank is to start with a square
blank about 12” long and wrap the outer wood as
shown above. This ensures that you have good coverage while avoiding mitered cuts. Make it easy on yourself by trimming the assembled blank so nothing is
sticking out – it will keep you safe from getting clipped.
Actual turning directions are very straight forward:
1. The actual turning is accomplished between centers.
If you are using a laminated blank, it’s important to
accurately center the blank in the center of the
core, otherwise the mallet will look lopsided.
2. Round the blank using a spindle roughing gouge.
(You can use a skew chisel if you are really good
with it.)

The exception to embellishments is wire burning

because it is burned INTO the wood and I use it to
define the different parts of the mallet (see photo
above).
6. Sand the handle to at least 220 grit so it feels good
in your hand.
7. The head doesn’t really need to be sanded unless
you want the mallet to look good. (I sanded my
laminated mallets but not my shop mallet as you
can see in the first photo.) The exception is when I
use 80 grit to smooth out any irregularities – 80
grit sandpaper is a woodworking tool!

It’s important to remove any bark intrusions or
cracks in the blank as these will be weaknesses
which could cause the mallet to fail.
3. Once the blank is round, use a pencil to mark where
the head will be as well as where the end of the
mallet’s handle is.
4. Turn the handle portion to thickness – There is no
set diameter, just whatever feels comfortable in
your hand.
5. Add any embellishments such as a bead at the end
of the handle. While you can add embellishments,
i.e., beads, coves, burn lines, etc. I’m just concentrating on creating a basic mallet. Embellishments
should be added to the handle – the head will be
doing the pounding and any details will quickly
become marred.

Finishing the mallet is a matter
of personal preference. When I
create a nice laminated mallet
using fine hardwoods and exotics, I’ll apply a finish that will
enhance the beauty of the wood
I’m using – usually a penetrating
or Danish oil. However, any finish that’s applied to a working
mallet will quickly lose any luster
and can chip and flake off if it’s a
coating. For this reason, the
working mallets that I have in my
shop have no finish.

Volunteer Opportunities
The Inland Northwest Woodturners is a
volunteer organization
– meaning that everything is performed by members who give of their time to conduct the business and activities of the organization. Besides helping to promote woodturning, volunteers also develop friendships by
working alongside their fellow woodturners and you can learn new skills as well.
Volunteering is not time consuming. Board members spend 6-10 hours a month on their duties but most
volunteers only contribute at meetings or special events. For example, the video assistant is responsible for
setting up and operating the video equipment during our regular monthly meeting. It usually takes less than a
half hour to set up before the meeting and 15 minutes to take down after the meeting – and the rest of the time
is during the meeting – and you’re already at the meeting!
Current volunteer opportunities and their estimated time commitment per month are:


Video assistant (~1 hour)



Assistant webmaster (~4 hours)



Facebook coordinator (~4 hours)



Assistant Coffee Coordinator (~1 hour)



Assistant Program Coordinator (~2 hours)



Assistant Newsletter Editor (~2 hours)



Cutting Party Coordinator (~1 hour + event)



Assistant Special Event Coordinator (~1 hour + ~5 hours per event)



Assistant Librarian (~1 hour)



Wood Raffle Coordinator (~1 hour)



Club Photographer (~1 hour per meeting or event)


Give of yourself – help your fellow woodturners (and yourself) and have fun while you’re doing it! Training
will be provided!
If you are interested in learning more about volunteering, contact the president, Doug Eaton; the webmaster, Frank Hutchison; or the treasurer, Carl Bodenstein, at any meeting or come to the monthly Board meeting
at Frankie Doodles on the third Thursday at 11:30. (If it’s your first time, the club buys your lunch!)

The Inland Northwest Woodturners are on Facebook
(https://www.facebook.com/inwturners/)!
You can post pictures as well as comment on posts.
We encourage you to like us on Facebook!

A Stuart Batty hands-on
demonstration.
Let the chips fall where
they may.

We have created a page on the INW website inwwoodturners.com. called “Store” that will
allow anyone to make their dues payments or donations on line by credit card.
If you are still waiting to make your 2017 membership dues payment (only a few of you are
still outstanding), now is your chance !
The system is secure and it processes completely on our own web site, using an application
from our already existing Square account. The integration is seamless, safe, and really cool !
The fee to the club for each transaction is the same as our normal Square credit card
processing fee, and the efficiency makes it well worth that expense.
Should you wish to check it out, and are willing to spend $10 (or any multiple of $10 you
would like) as a donation to the club, the last item on the list is for “Tax Deductible Donation”
and is listed at $10, but you may change the “quantity” to be any multiple of $10 you would
like. (for example put quantity 10 for a donation of $100).
I would very much like your feedback if you use the method to donate, pay your dues, etc.
I am hoping to be able to add other “items” like donated tools and even wood to the listings
and would let everyone know when new “items” are posted for “sale”.
If anyone is interested, Square integrated seamlessly with our Word Press created web site,
and PayPal required us to write code to create the equivalent “store”. Since we have a Square
account already, it was a no brainer !

WANTED AND FOR SALE ITEMS
We are using the Newsletter as a mechanism to list MEMBERS' ONLY items for sale or wanted. Please submit all
requests for listings to the Newsletter master at: newsletter@inwwoodturners.com

All items will be listed ONLY once on request, and if not sold or acquired during that month's newsletter, a new
request for listing must be submitted.
INW is acting as a listing agent only and is not responsible for the item, it’s condition, pricing, or any other logistics of any resulting transaction. Furthermore, INW takes no fee for any listing or transactions that take place as a result of the listing. Listings will stay on the Newsletter for one month only unless specific new request is made to extend the listing into the next Newsletter. No commercial listings are allowed for members that have business interests in the items being listed. INW has sole discretion to not list or remove a listing that it feels is not in it’s general membership’s interest. Lister’s contact

Folks,
We are looking to try to enhance the equipment available for the wood lathe at
the Vets Garage in downtown Spokane.
They have a Jet Midi with a 1” x 8 tpi headstock and 2MT receivers in headstock
and tailstock.
We are looking for donations of wood turning tools you no longer use, live
center(s), drive center(s) and chucks in 1”x 8 of any type and condition, as well as
faceplates. Basically anything that will work on a Midi would be great ! I believe
the lathe is a 5/8” shaft for the tool rests and extra tool rests would be useful
also.
The project at the Center has been a great success and there is a lot of interest in
woodturning being generated down there !
The Vets Garage is a 501c3 and if your donations are of some value, we would be
happy to make sure you get documentation of your donation at a fair market
value, for you tax purposes.
If you have any stuff that might be of value to the Vets Garage wood lathe program, please bring them to the February meeting or contact Doug (email below)
for arrangements.
We would like to continue to make wood turning a great success with our Vets, so
please get into your shop and find that old stuff (or new !) that you are no longer
using and can afford to donate.
Thanks !
Carl
INW Treasurer.
cjboden1228@agmail.com
Doug
INW President
dougeaton@mac.com

