Newsletter
July/Aug 2013
From Our President Pat Hickey
Don't forget that there is a change to our September meeting date, place and time.
Complete information can be found on our homepage by clicking the link for the Keith
Gotschall Announcement or by reading the rest of this newsletter.

From the Desk of Our Treasurer
Our club now has the capability to accept payments for dues and classes via several major credit and debit cards (Visa, Mastercard, American Express & Discover) through our
subscription to square. We still prefer cash for the smaller payments such as library
fines and raffle ticket purchases, but exceptions can be made in a pinch. Payments can
be made via a direct swipe at meetings or manually by a phone call to our treasurer,
John Altberg, by providing your card number, expiration date and security code. Read
more about the service at this address: http://www.square.com/
**************************************
If you have suggestions for our newsletter please forward them to Pat Hickey at patrico3808@gmail.com or Shelley Hays at sandrhays@netscape.net
**************************************
Member Richard Krueger has fifty plus board feet of mixed four quarter hardwoods,
cherry, maple, oak, birch. He would like to sell it for $75.00.
Please call him at 509 499 1645.

September Meeting Agenda
As previously announced, in September we will be hosting Keith Gotschall from Colorado for a lengthy
demonstration and for one or two all day hands-on classes, depending upon the number of registrants.
To accommodate his travel schedule, our regular meeting day, time and place have been changed for the
month:
Date: Friday, September 6th
Time: 2:00 PM – 5:00 PM & 6:00 – 9:00 PM
Location: Wood Shop @ Riverview Retirement Community
Between sessions on Friday we will serve pizza, salad and beverages. There will be a $5.00 per person
charge for club members and Riverview residents, $10 for the public, to de-fray costs for food and our
demonstrator.
In the fall of 2011 we had Keith scheduled to do an evening demonstration, but Spokane fog prevented
his airplane from landing and he never got here. Keith is making another tour of the West; this time he
arrives by bus and we shouldn’t have any fog!
During the program on Friday Keith will demonstrate several different projects. A winged bowl – a good
topic for beginning and intermediate turners alike, as it covers grain orientation, the differences between
spindle and bowl turning and you get a nifty looking bowl to boot! We will also see the turning of an offcenter platter, lidded bowl and whatever else time permits Keith to pull out of his extensive repertoire
Keith was the artist featured in a Discovery channel show hosted by Lynette Jennings. He has also been a
featured demonstrator at the prestigious BYU Woodturning Symposium in Provo Utah in 2002 and 2008.
He has contributed to the AAW Journal, American Woodturner, Woodturning Design and the British magazine Woodturning. His work is also found in the book, 500 Bowls. To learn more about Keith and to see
examples of his work, please visit his website, www.keithgotschall.com.
On Saturday and Sunday September 7th & 8th, Keith will conduct a hands-on class at the Riverview Shop,
limited to 8 participants for each full day. We will fill the Saturday class first and add a Sunday session if
there is sufficient demand. The cost per student is $125, including materials, and must be paid in advance
to the club treasurer, John Altberg, by August 31st to secure your spot in the class. John may be contacted at 879.5005 or by email at oldmntn@yahoo.com.
The class will feature a spindle exercise, the making of the lidded bowl that you will have seen demonstrated on Friday and the turning of a platter. There will be time spent embellishing the platters and lidded bowls with burners, paints dyes and whatever else one would like to bring for fun. If you have a
carver or wood burner, bring it along!

Don’t miss this opportunity to sharpen your skills by spending some time with a well regarded instructor! Directions to Riverview Retirement Community:
From the intersection of Hamilton and Mission streets, head east on Mission. After about 4 blocks
(when you notice Mission Park on your right, you're almost there), you'll come to Perry St. and railroad
tracks. After you cross the railroad tracks take an immediate left (north) onto Upriver Drive. Continue
past the Avista campus, and take the first left onto North Center St., then right onto Ross Ct. The address of the shop is 1711 Ross Ct. and the phone number is 487-1433.
There will be street parking only, so car-pooling is recommended if at all possible.

Keith Gotschall
On September 7 an 8 (if enough people are interested) Keith will have a hands-on
class for 6-8 people. The cost for each day is $125.00.
Several years ago I was lucky enough to schedule a demonstration for your club.
That is where the luck stopped. Spokane weather, you know the kind, got in the way
and I was unable to make into Spokane for the demo. This year the snow will not get
in the way.
On September 6, 2013, I will be giving a demonstration at the Riverview Retirement
Community Woodshop, with your past president Ron Gooley as the host from Riverview.
I was the artist featured in a Discovery channel show hosted by Lynette Jennings.
(episode 142) I have also been a featured demonstrator at the prestigious BYU
Woodturning Symposium in Provo Utah in 2002 and 2008. I have contributed to the
AAW magazine American Woodturner, Woodturning Design, and the British magazine Woodturning. My work is also found in the book "500 Bowls".
In a nutshell, I build things. My background is in furniture design and building, I have
expanded that to include woodturning, which has pretty much taken over much of
my working day.
I have a large variety of demonstration topics to choose from. It can be aimed at a
group that is heavy on the beginner side of things, or a very advanced level. I have
gotten lots of feedback and comments about how well I explain things.
Remembering back to when I first started turning, seeing my first professional demo
was a real eye opener! I
couldn't wait to get back to
my shop and try out what I
had just seen. I try to keep
that same sort of enthusiasm
in the programs I have put
together. For me, a good
demo really involves the
crowd, even in the decision
making process that happens while I am turning for
them.

My demos include Spindle -vs- Bowl turning, compare and contrast. All the different
tools will be talked about and their use gone over and demonstrated. All the basic
cuts will be made, and grain direction in regards to tool use will be discussed extensively. This demo is one sure to please, and has a surprise at the end.
Bowl Turning. Sounds basic, but there is a wealth of knowledge behind me on this
subject. As a production turner I have learned the hard way all sorts of lessons that
turners of any ability will find useful. This is a fast moving demo as there is so much
to cover. I go through wood selection, cutting from the log, rough turning, drying, returning, sanding, turning green, how to season, finish, and even sell the bowls. A dry
and green bowl will be turned for contrast.
Lidded Bowl. A bowl and matching lid will be made in this demo, a lot of ground to
cover in an hour and a half. The uses of the scroll chuck will be gone over for both
expansion and contracting modes. Tool use and design potential will be addressed.
Great for the novice or intermediate turner.
Sal-turn. A very different type of salt/pepper shaker! This demo will go over the steps
and techniques necessary to make a really unique item. There are no holes in the
top, no stopper on the bottom, How does it work? A very clever shaker!
Off center platter. The techniques for making a normal platter will be covered in this
demo, as well as the special considerations needed for making one off-center. This
will be a playful demo, with some input from the crowd expected with the design.
This is one of my more popular demonstrations.
Natural Edge Bowls. I go over the considerations you need to keep in mind when doing this sort of project. Start to finish there is a lot of information that is good for everyone to keep in mind.

Show Table

Show Table

It is with regret to inform the membership there is no information to accompany the pictures. Thanks to all
who brought objects to share.
I was given several pieces of cherry and apple soon after the trees were cut down. Not knowing what else
do, I covered all the exposed wood with Anchorseal. Then I began my search of the internet looking for information. I came across an article at www.woodcentral.com The author is Russ Fairfield, a member of our
group, now deceased. It was posted Oct. 26, 2008. Thanks go to Russ for writing the article and WoodCentral for keeping it posted.
Russ’ article follows:
The problem with wood from fruit trees is that it is from fm fruit tree. These are load bearing trees whose load
varies with the seasons, and that makes for some unique and interesting wood with unique and interesting
problems. How interesting depends on where the wood came from in the tree, and how much sapwood is
present.
"Reaction" wood will crack because of the internal stresses that are released when it is cut and dried. Reaction wood is caused by natural or external forces on the growing tree, and can be detected by an off-center
pith, the farther off-center, the more internal stresses.
Fruit trees bear fruit, and the load causes a large internal stresses that we call "reaction" when they are released. The stresses are greatest in the crotch area and the base of the limbs, and less in the trunk. For this
reason, the closer to the ground, the less likely we will have "reaction" problems with the wood. Reaction
problems are excessive wood movement and cracking.
My counter to the "reaction" is to turn the bowl to a final thickness of no more than 1/4" when it is wet, regardless of its diameter; and as soon after cutting as possible. I wrap the wood in plastic if I can't get to it immediately. I let the bowl dry, using bags or whatever to slow the evaporation rate, and let it move and warp into
what it will. Then I power sand with the wood stationary, after it has dried. It is usually warped way beyond
sanding with the lathe running. I get some interesting shapes this way, and I will lose no more than 20& of
the crotch pieces. I avoid the limbs.
I have had no success with either boiling the wood in water or soaking it in alcohol or soap suds. Theese did
nothing to help me get a round bowl, and did nothing when the bowls is turned thin while it is still wet. The
problem with getting a round bowl is that the high shrinkage means the bowl has to be left very thick, on the
order of 25% or more of the diameter, in order to turn the oblong dried bowl into one that is round. That thickness is too much for anything that either boiling, alcohol or soap suds can do. I have found it much easier to
just accept that the wood will warp a lot and work with the warp rather than to try fighting it.
The other problem with fruit trees is that they have a wide sapwood band to carry nutrients to the fruit. This
sapwood is softer, a different grain structure, and a different (higher) moisture content from the heart, and
those differences can be significant on a fruit tree. Having both heart and sap looks pretty in a piece of Apple
wood, but the difference between them can cause untold problems when they are in the same piece. You
have to be careful of the placement of the sapwood when it is mixed with heartwood in the same piece with
any wood from any tree, but particularly so when the wood is from a fruit tree. It is best not to mix them until
you have gained some experience with using fruit tree wood.
Most woodturners avoid fruit tree wood, and run from orchard trees when they are offered. The advantage of
learning how to handle this wood is that you will have access to some beautiful wood that everyone else ignores.

