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From President Doug:

From the Editor:
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club. The editor wants all members to become more active in the creation of the contents
of
this newsletter. This newsletter is by you and for you.
At our last meeting on August 3rd, we had another demonstration of jigs and devices commonly used

by club members to make turning easier. We repeated this demo because it was so well received the
first time, and there were many club members who did not bring their own jigs in during the first
demo.

This edition is an example of some changes to the newsletter.

At the board meeting we discussed volunteering to help the Cascade Woodturners (Dale Larson) at
the upcoming 2018 Symposium, with several of their needs during the show. John Fox has offered to
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Cascade Woodturners. Currently there are six club members who have stated
they will participate in the Symposium.
Ron Valley has agreed to take the point on our participation with the Wood Carvers for their show
September 23 and 24. Ron has arranged to have Kim Rahman come to our next meeting on September
7 to tell us about their show. We ask that anyone who agrees to participate in the show to remember
that our primary purpose is to promote woodturning and our Club. Participants will be encouraged to
turn and to turn items that can be given away to attendees.
Damon has agreed, for one meeting only, to be our raffle coordinator. We encourage anyone and everyone to bring something for the raffle table. Damon will also be traveling to Northern California
(Mendocino) over the next month, and has agreed to take some local pieces of wood to trade with
turners and artists in Central California. Any wood donated to him by club members will be appreciated, and on his return will be matched for the raffle table.
Our September 7th, meeting will feature our club member, Jim Christiansen, presenting a new take on
design.
I look forward to seeing you all Thursday night.

Doug, INW President

dougeaton@mac.com

Show and Tell / Exhibit Table: Please bring your current work. We anticipate having a table for critique for those that
want constructive appraisal, as well as a table for those that just want to show their work without critique. We encourage learning and getting new ideas from evaluation, but some work needs none, and some artists prefer not to
participate in that fashion. The choice is always yours !
*******************************************
Raffle Table: Please feel free to bring extra wood, new or used tools, or other items for the raffle table. The money
raised from the raffle helps us maintain day to day operations of the club.
*******************************************

Treasurer’s Message:
We will begin accepting 2017 dues for INW in December,
payments can be made in advance of that if you are snow birding, etc.
Dues are per annum, beginning at each New Year, January 1, 2017. Renewal and new member dues are currently
$30.00, including family memberships, with students registered as members for free.
Make checks out to Inland NorthWest Woodturners or INW for short. Checks can be put in the mail to:
Inland Northwest Woodturners, c/o Carl Bodenstein, 701 W Timberview Ln, Spokane, WA 99224
Please remember the dues and membership for INW have no relation to membership or dues for AAW.
We prorate annual dues for NEW MEMBERS ONLY till June 30th, after which a minimum dues for the remainder of
the year is $15.00. All renewing members are $30.00 for 2017.
*******************************************
WEBSITE UPDATE: our website is up and running and getting better all the time. Members and visitors are encouraged to view the new features at: http://inwwoodturners.com/
*******************************************
FUNDAMENTALS AT RIVERVIEW: On the third Saturday of each month there are demonstrations and opportunities
for hands-on experience under the mentoring of more experienced club members starting at 9:00 am until ?????
Riverview Retirement Community is located at 1801 E Upriver Dr, Spokane, WA 99207 and the workshop is located
just south of the main entrance on Ross Ct.
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General Meeting:
September 5, at 6:30pm
Woodcraft
212 N. Sullivan Rd.,
Spokane Valley, WA

Newsletter Suggestions Encouraged
Have an article, comments, or suggestions for our
newsletter? I would appreciate hearing from you!
Email to: sandrhays@netscape.net
“WoodTurner” in the subject line please.

Project of the Month - The Making of a Screw Chuck
By Ron Seese
_______________________________________________

OVERVIEW
All of us who do lathe work have a chucking
device which fastens to the head stock
spindle. It is designed to hold the work
piece by one of about four different methods. A very common commercial chuck is the
Nova G3 chuck, a wonderful little device.

time purchase of a Beall wood tap, twentyseven cents for a sheet metal screw, and
the very small amount of wood necessary to
make the screw chuck.
Under normal conditions, a screw chuck will
hold a blank for a six or eight-inch bowl or
another project that size with no problem.

Now we also know that when doing a turning, the outside gets finished first (by finish I mean oil, lacquer, etc.) before reverse
chucking for interior hollowing. Wouldn't it
be nice if the project could be left attached to the chuck while being sanded,
finished with possibly more than one coat,
and drying? Or, you are working on one project in the chuck and cannot remove it, but
wish to start something else. The problem
here is that these chucks are around $150
each and not many of us can afford to own
more than one. So, as long as that chuck is
occupied, the lathe cannot be used.
There is a solution, and an inexpensive one.
Build your own wood screw chucks. They really work, and they are a viable alternative
to jaws. If you look in the little bag of
parts that came with your commercial
chuck, you will see a screw-like device
meant to be clamped in the center of your
Nova (or whatever brand of chuck) to become a screw chuck. But doing that still occupies your chuck and limits you to one project at a time.
By making your own wood screw chucks, you
can now have one, or two, or three lathe
projects in various stages of completion at
the same time. I find this invaluable in my
shop. The cost is eighteen dollars for a one-

MATERIALS REQUIRED
I make all my chucks out of alder wood. In
fact, I use alder for all of my jigs and fixtures that I make in my shop. Alder is a medium hardwood, the wood of choice for the
making of cabinet face frames in a cabinet
shop. It is relatively inexpensive, close
grained, and works or 'machines' beautifully. Windsor Plywood always has a stock of it.

There are practical size limits for the diameter of screw chucks. All my chucks are
either three, four, or five inches in diameter. The most used are the three and fourinch sizes. The wood required for a fiveinch chuck would be a board about 5-1/2”
wide by about a foot long. The 3 and 4-inch
chucks require less. So, you see, it doesn't
take a lot of wood.
The hole in the center of the chuck is determined by the size of the head stock
spindle on your lathe. The most common is 1
inch by 8 threads per inch (1 x 8 tpi). A
larger lathe may have a 1-¼ inch by 8 tpi
spindle. There are wood taps sold in these
sizes by the Beall Tool Company. The 1-inch
size is around $18.00. The 1-¼-inch size is
about $27.00. Our local Woodcraft store
stocks these taps and the price is about
the same as Beall asks.
Before you can thread the round blank,
you'll need to chuck it up and bore a hole in
it 1/8 of an inch LESS than the tap size.
For a 1” tap you will bore a hole 7/8 of an
inch in diameter; for the 1-1/4” tap make
the hole 1-1/8”. A sharp new Forstner bit
does a beautiful job.
The screw that will be installed in the center of the chuck is a sheet metal screw, pan
head, #14 by 2 inches. They sell individually
for about twenty-seven cents each at places like North Forty (formerly Big R). The
reason it is a sheet metal screw and not an
ordinary wood screw is that sheet metal
screws do not have the taper that wood
screws have and will hold the work piece far
more securely.
MAKING THE CHUCK
1) The very first step is to measure the
length of your head stock spindle onto
which a chuck will thread. Typically, it is
about 1-1/8 inch. Some may be a fraction
longer; some a fraction less. At any rate,
you want the threaded portion of the chuck

to be about 1/8 to 1/4 inch thicker than the
projection of the spindle. This assures that
the chuck will seat squarely against the
rear shoulder of the spindle. (The alder
stock comes at a thickness of 7/8”).

Knowing the thickness needed for the
threaded portion of the chuck, you need to
come up with a piece of wood the thickness
of which, when placed against the initial
7/8” thick blank, will measure about 1/8”
thicker than the spindle projection.
2) Cut the wood into square blanks, 1/2”
larger than the desired diameter. You want
to end up with three square blanks per

chuck; the initial 7/8” thick blank, plus the
planed or sawed blank for the threaded
portion, plus a blank maybe 1/4” or so thick
to hold the screw. You might consider resawing a piece of alder on a band saw and
using the two resulting pieces for a total of
three square blanks, or using thin cabinet
grade plywood.

3) Glue together the two square blanks for
the threaded portion. Glue them with the
grain at right angles. This increases the
strength and prevents warping. When dry,
cut them into circular blanks of the appropriate diameter, along with the third
square.
4) Now, the tricky part. This round blank
wants to be mounted on the lathe so that
you can 1) drill the initial hole with the Forstner bit, and 2) without removing the

blank, thread the hole with the tap. There
are two things to consider here. The tap, as
are all taps, is tapered at the starting end
so it, of course, will start cutting threads
into the stock. That means that at the end
of tapping, the front portion of the threaded hole will have a taper. So, the first 9/16”
of the Beall tap will not give you a full-

depth thread. You want the tap to go almost all the way through the wood blank so
there are straight threaded sides the full
depth of the hole.
You must come up with a way of holding the

blank in the lathe so that you do not strike
metal when using the Forstner bit, and
when threading the blank. By striking metal,
I mean a part of the commercial chuck or
the spindle. Believe me, you don't want to
do that.
I know of two ways to accomplish this. One
is to use a commercial three or four-jaw
chuck that the blank will fit, with the center opening large enough to accept protrusion of the Forstner bit and the tap for a
short distance. Or, you could use a glue
block chucked up in your Nova or whatever
chuck and glue the blank to it with CA glue.
This is the better way, in my opinion, and
the method I use. If you have never used a
glue block before, ask around. There are a
couple of tricks to apply when using a glue
block.
5) OK, with that out of the way and the decisions made, drill and tap the hole. You will
be using the tail stock and a live center to
keep the tap perpendicular to the hole. The
idea here when threading is to lock the
head stock so the blank will not turn, then
bring the live center up to the indentation
on the end of the tap. As you turn the tap
with a wrench, keep a LIGHT pressure on
the tap with the tail stock drive wheel in
your right hand, just enough to keep the
tap centered in the live center. When tapping, after four or five forward motions
with the wrench, back it off a couple of
pulls to clear the chips (back the live center
out at the same time). Run the tap almost
all the way through the wood block. That
means that the front portion of the tap will
pass entirely through the block by at least
9/16”.

Presto, you've just drilled and threaded your
first block of wood on a lathe! Remove the
blank from the lathe and the chuck. It
should now screw onto the head stock spindle flush with the spindle mounting shoulder with
no portion of
the spindle exposed.
6) Next,
you are
going to
glue that
third piece of wood (the 1/4” thick or so
round blank) to the chuck you have just
threaded. This piece of wood will hold the
sheet metal screw. Again, glue it to the
chuck with the grain at right angles.
7) Now is the time to mount your new
chuck on the spindle, turn the outside round
and then face the end, possibly making it
very slightly concave. Next step is to drill
about a
11/64” hole
for the
screw,
slightly under 3/16”.
The idea
here is to
have a snug
fit for the
screw. This
screw really likes a #3 Phillips bit, so if you
have a choice, use that size screwdriver tip.
Put a few drops of CA glue on the inside
bottom of the hole, drop in an appropriately

sized flat washer, add another drop or two
of CA glue on the washer, and then start the
screw into the hole. Screw it through until it
bottoms out on the head, but do not over
tighten to strip the threads.
8) One final step and you are finished.

When making a 5” wood screw chuck, the
screw wants to project about 1”. This has
been determined to be the optimum length
for securely holding a blank of this size. If
your chucks are 3” or 4” in diameter, the
screw should project 3/4”. Using a Dremel
tool
or

something like it with a cut-off wheel, cut
the screw off at the correct length. Burnish
or slightly taper the screw end on a grinder
for easy starting, and you are done.

USING THE CHUCK
As with everything, there are limitations to
these chucks. Use a little common sense.
Don't try to chuck up a 10” block of black
walnut on one of these and expect to safely
work it. These chucks are for smaller, lighter work. You could make a nice shallow 6” or
8” bowl on one of these chucks, no problem.
I've done it many times.
With the screws used in these chucks, you
want to drill a guide or pilot hole in the
wood block 3/16”in diameter, and make it
1/8” or so deeper than the screw is long. In
hard wood, if the screw is going into the
block with difficulty, go up one size in drill
diameter. If chucking up a piece of soft
wood, maybe go down a size or two. Just
make sure you screw the work block firmly
to the chuck.
One final idea. You may want to drill about a
5/16” or so hole into the outer edge of the
chuck to help in unthreading it from the
lathe spindle when the work is done. Just
stick a Phillips screwdriver or something
like it in the hole for leverage.
If you have made one of these, I can guarantee you that it will not be your last. Happy turning.
August 12, 2017

Profiles in Woodturning - Profile in Woodturning - Ron Seese
How and when did you get started woodturning?
Amongst my other hobbies I have always been an avid woodworker. A wood lathe
is a part of woodshop equipment. My first lathe was a Montgomery Ward unit
with a top oil hole for the bushings and an outboard motor. That was years and
years ago. I finally bought a decent Rikon Mini lathe five years ago. I used it
for center turning, then became aware of the INW Woodturners club through
Woodcraft. I joined the club a year ago July and have been busy learning from
all you professionals and experts ever since.
What is your favorite type of woodworking/turning?
Bowls and boxes
Who or what is/was your greatest teacher?
Doug Eaton and Ron Valley. They took the time to answer my questions and to
show me how it was done.
What was your happiest woodturning/working moment?
Probably when I completed my first natural edge bowl. It is most certainly not
exhibition class, but it was technically challenging, AND my fingers never came in
contact with the wings, so I guess I'll remember that project.
What is your favorite tool/wood, and why?
My favorite wood is, at this point, willow and poplar because that is readily available. Also, if I can successfully work that wood, I should do well on the more
traditional varieties. My favorite tool is the 3/8” bowl gouge. It is so flexible in
what it can do.
What is your biggest challenge in woodturning?
Finishing. Getting the finish I want on all that soft, porous wood.
Are you a member of AAW?
Yes, AAW Member #46570173
How has being a member of INWT affected your work and life?
INWT is exposing me to the myriad possibilities for use of the wood lathe, information I probably would never have assimilated by the reading of books. Producing a turning on the lathe is enjoyable, and taxes the imagination a bit. Others, who are not woodworkers, are awed and amazed at the simple projects I am
turning out. That tends to stroke my ego a bit!
What is your favorite project/piece?
I don't, at this time, have a favorite turning or project. To me they are all interesting. It is fun to try different techniques or procedures.

Members
gathering
wood

Pine Burl Bowl
(Pinus sp.)
by
Lynn Reynolds

WANTED AND FOR SALE ITEMS
We are using the Newsletter as a mechanism to list MEMBERS' ONLY items for sale or wanted. Please
submit all requests for listings to the Newsletter master at: newsletter@inwwoodturners.com
All items will be listed ONLY once on request, and if not sold or acquired during that month's newsletter, a new
request for listing must be submitted.
INW is acting as a listing agent only and is not responsible for the item, it’s condition, pricing, or any other logistics of any
resulting transaction. Furthermore, INW takes no fee for any listing or transactions that take place as a result of the
listing. Listings will stay on the Newsletter for one month only unless specific new request is made to extend the listing into
the next Newsletter. No commercial listings are allowed for members that have business interests in the items being
listed. INW has sole discretion to not list or remove a listing that it feels is not in it’s general membership’s interest. Lister’s
contact information should be name and an email address only. No phone numbers will be included in a listing for any
reason.

We have created a page on the INW website inwwoodturners.com. called “Store” that will
allow anyone to make their dues payments or donations on line by credit card.
If you are still waiting to make your 2017 membership dues payment (only a few of you are
still outstanding), now is your chance !
The system is secure and it processes completely on our own web site, using an application
from our already existing Square account. The integration is seamless, safe, and really cool !
The fee to the club for each transaction is the same as our normal Square credit card
processing fee, and the efficiency makes it well worth that expense.
Should you wish to check it out, and are willing to spend $10 (or any multiple of $10 you
would like) as a donation to the club, the last item on the list is for “Tax Deductible Donation”
and is listed at $10, but you may change the “quantity” to be any multiple of $10 you would
like. (for example put quantity 10 for a donation of $100).
I would very much like your feedback if you use the method to donate, pay your dues, etc.
I am hoping to be able to add other “items” like donated tools and even wood to the listings
and would let everyone know when new “items” are posted for “sale”.
If anyone is interested, Square integrated seamlessly with our Word Press created web site,
and PayPal required us to write code to create the equivalent “store”. Since we have a Square
account already, it was a no brainer !

Volunteer Opportunities
The Inland Northwest Woodturners is a
volunteer organization
– meaning that everything is performed by members who give of their time to conduct the business and activities of the organization. Besides helping to promote woodturning, volunteers also develop friendships by
working alongside their fellow woodturners and you can learn new skills as well.
Volunteering is not time consuming. Board members spend 6-10 hours a month on their duties but most
volunteers only contribute at meetings or special events. For example, the video assistant is responsible for
setting up and operating the video equipment during our regular monthly meeting. It usually takes less than a
half hour to set up before the meeting and 15 minutes to take down after the meeting – and the rest of the time
is during the meeting – and you’re already at the meeting!
Current volunteer opportunities and their estimated time commitment per month are:


Video assistant (~1 hour)



Assistant webmaster (~4 hours)



Facebook coordinator (~4 hours)



Assistant Coffee Coordinator (~1 hour)



Assistant Program Coordinator (~2 hours)



Assistant Newsletter Editor (~2 hours)



Cutting Party Coordinator (~1 hour + event)



Assistant Special Event Coordinator (~1 hour + ~5 hours per event)



Assistant Librarian (~1 hour)



Wood Raffle Coordinator (~1 hour)



Club Photographer (~1 hour per meeting or event)


Give of yourself – help your fellow woodturners (and yourself) and have fun while you’re doing it! Training
will be provided!
If you are interested in learning more about volunteering, contact the president, Doug Eaton; the webmaster, Frank Hutchison; or the treasurer, Carl Bodenstein, at any meeting or come to the monthly Board meeting
at Frankie Doodles on the third Thursday at 11:30. (If it’s your first time, the club buys your lunch!)

The Inland Northwest Woodturners are on Facebook
(https://www.facebook.com/inwturners/)!
You can post pictures as well as comment on posts.
We encourage you to like us on Facebook!

