INW Newsletter
May 2017
From President Doug:

From the Editor:

At our May meeting, member Steve Winford offered his comments about the Show & Tell items on the taAs
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of the morning Bob announced that he and
Virginia were going to take the summer off from their Saturday demos, possibly restarting in September.
After the meeting, Bob donated a truckload of Birch pieces to the Ferris (Hi) shop by way of Everett Best.

This edition is an example of some changes to the newsletter.
Below is link to our webpage:

On Friday May 12, Bob donated a pick-up full of Birch to The Vet’s Garage (Terry Shaw). Thank you Bob and
Virginia from Ferris Hi and the Vet’s Garage.
On May 8, a club member contacted me and asked that I pick-up a Jet Mini lathe that he wanted to donate
to the Vet’s Garage (VG). A week later that same member asked that I pick up a Craftsman 12x40 lathe for
the VG. When I picked up the lathe, another member handed me a bunch of tools for VG.
On May 18, the Board met and announced that we had received an Educational Opportunity Grant for
$1,500.00 from the AAW on behalf of the Vet’s Garage. I was also able to share with the board, that we won
first place in the AAW annual competition for the best club website. Kudos to Frank Hutchison for his hard
work and patience.
On May 20, Ron Gooley and Riverview welcomed 13 members (1 brand new from the VG) and one guest to
the shop Member John Fox demonstrated the OneWay Bowl Saver. 2 members took a turn at the lathe and
gave it a try. One of the members offered a like new Rikon Midi for sale, and after conferring with Ron and
Carl Bodenstein, the club purchased the Rikon for the VG.
Ron Valley reminded me that the demo on June 1 would be of jigs that we have devised to make our turning
easier and safer. Several members have offered to bring in samples, and we encourage any other members
to bring in their jigs to share with the club.

Doug
INW President
dougeaton@mac.com

Show and Tell / Exhibit Table: Please bring your current work. We anticipate having a table for critique for those that
want constructive appraisal, as well as a table for those that just want to show their work without critique. We encourage learning and getting new ideas from evaluation, but some work needs none, and some artists prefer not to
participate in that fashion. The choice is always yours !
*******************************************
Raffle Table: Please feel free to bring extra wood, new or used tools, or other items for the raffle table. The money
raised from the raffle helps us maintain day to day operations of the club.
*******************************************

Treasurer’s Message:
We will begin accepting 2017 dues for INW in December,
payments can be made in advance of that if you are snow birding, etc.
Dues are per annum, beginning at each New Year, January 1, 2017. Renewal and new member dues are currently
$30.00, including family memberships, with students registered as members for free.
Make checks out to Inland NorthWest Woodturners or INW for short. Checks can be put in the mail to:
Inland Northwest Woodturners, c/o Carl Bodenstein, 701 W Timberview Ln, Spokane, WA 99224
Please remember the dues and membership for INW have no relation to membership or dues for AAW.
We prorate annual dues for NEW MEMBERS ONLY till June 30th, after which a minimum dues for the remainder of
the year is $15.00. All renewing members are $30.00 for 2017.
*******************************************
WEBSITE UPDATE: our website is up and running and getting better all the time. Members and visitors are encouraged to view the new features at: http://inwwoodturners.com/
*******************************************
FUNDAMENTALS AT RIVERVIEW: On the third Saturday of each month there are demonstrations and opportunities
for hands-on experience under the mentoring of more experienced club members starting at 9:00 am until ?????
Riverview Retirement Community is located at 1801 E Upriver Dr, Spokane, WA 99207 and the workshop is located
just south of the main entrance on Ross Ct.
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General Meeting:
June 1, at 6:30pm
Woodcraft
212 N. Sullivan Rd.,
Spokane Valley, WA

Newsletter Suggestions Encouraged
Have an article, comments, or suggestions for our
newsletter? I would appreciate hearing from you!
Email to: sandrhays@netscape.net
“WoodTurner” in the subject line please.

Project of the Month - Ball and Cup Game
By Frank E. Hutchison
_______________________________________________

While woodturning is thousands of years old, this
month’s project is a relative youngster of approximately 500 years. Originating in France where it was
a plaything for King Henry III and reported as evidence of his mental instability. After a start like
that, it went out of fashion until its golden age with
the reign of King Louis XV - The upper class would
have their ball-and-cup games made from ivory!
There are also variations that were popular among
North American natives, particularly a version using
rings and spikes. Today, variations abound around
the world.
This project allows for a lot of personal variation,
both in style and manufacture. For example, you
can make the ball on a lathe or you can buy one at a
craft store – it’s up to you. I’ll admit that I use
bought ones because I buy balls by the hundreds for
making toys for my grandchildren. Since there are
articles about turning spheres, I’m going to skip that
and just assume you have a ball.
Because this is a game, you can expect some rough
usage. Therefore, I don’t recommend making your
cup and handle delicate. A ¼” wall thickness will
stand up to being dropped (or thrown) without
suffering too much damage. The same advice applies to the handle. Consider who will be using the
piece while you are picking the wood and design.
The first consideration is the size of the block.
Whether you are creating the cup separate from the
handle using a mortise and tenon or as a single
piece, the diameter of the ball will determine the
size of the needed blank. A rule of thumb is the
blank should be at least as wide as
Ball Diameter + 1/8” + 2 x wall thickness
If you’re using a 1” ball (my favorite size) with ¼”
wall thickness then the blank should be at least 1
5/8” x 1 5/8”. I usually try to go with 2” x 2” because it’s easier to work with.

Two-piece construction is
used when you have scraps
because nothing very large
is required. The cup blank
is approximately 2” x 2” x
2” while the handle blank
can be a pen blank (¾” x ¾”
x 6”).
I always start with the cup because it’s easier to tailor the tenon to fit the mortise in the cup than vice
versa. You will need to drill a hole for the cup which
you can do on a drill press or on the lathe putting
the blank in 4-jaw chuck and using a Jacob’s chuck in
the tail stock. The diameter of the hole should be
the diameter of the ball + 1/8” (for clearance) while
the depth should about the same. You want the ball
to be able to enter the cup and be caught -unless
you want to create a fiendish device. After drilling
the hole, I chamfer the edge.
You can turn the
cup between centers or hold it in the
4
-jaw chuck. I use a
large cone live center in the tail stock
in
either case to fit into the cup for maximum security
– the cup is less likely to fly off and the large cone
keeps it centered. Between centers you can turn
the outside shape in one step. With the 4-jaw
chuck, you must reverse the blank to finish the
bottom.
Sand and finish as you can. I don’t sand beyond 220
grit because this is a toy that will get banged around.
You want it smooth but don’t be a fanatic about it.

Drill a ¼” hole in center of the bottom for the handle
tenon. Again, you can use a drill press or the lathe.
The handle is simply spindle turning a blank between centers. Spindle turning is easier than face
turning because the wood grain is in the axis of rotation, so the fibers should peel off.
You start by turning the blank round. I always prefer
to mark my transition points with a pencil or marker
and cut in with a parting tool at the critical points
because it helps me to get the shape I want.
You can be a fancy or simple as you like with the
handle. I try to avoid overtly ornamental shapes because they can be uncomfortable to hold. And,
frankly, kids aren’t impressed with multiple beads –
they’re focusing on the game.
At the top of the handle you
need to create the tenon to
fit into the hole in the bottom
of the cup. When I’m spindle
turning, and want a specific
diameter (¼” in this case), I
don’t use my Vernier gauge.
Rather, I’ll grab a combination wrench of the size I need
and use that as the gauge.
It’s quick and precise.
Sand and finish as with the cup and then glue the
handle to the cup.
One piece construction requires a blank that’s approximately 2” x 2” x 8-9” – long enough for the cup
and handle together.
I always start with the blank in my 4-jaw chuck and
use a Forstner bit in a Jacob’s chuck in the tail stock
to drill the cup hole. The same requirements apply
as for the two-piece construction. I’ll chamfer the
inside edge of the hole at this point.
Now I bring up the tail stock with the large cone live
center to secure the blank because the length of the
blank can result in a large torque which will cause
the blank to fly off otherwise.

Shape the outside of the cup as desired before moving onto the handle. This is a safety issue because
the less mass you have farther from the head, the
less force and, therefore, less torque. Keep it safe!
After shaping, sand and finish.
I attach the string to the ball and handle by first
drilling a hole in the ball and the end of the handle
sized to the string. I dip the end of the string in
epoxy and use toothpicks to stuff it into the holes. If
the balls are pre-drilled, I’ll push the string through
the hole, tie a knot large enough to fit the hole, dip
the string in epoxy and pull it into the hole.
Rules of play: With the handle held in one hand and
the ball hanging below, the player will jerk or swing
their hand to put the ball in motion. The player will
then attempt to catch the ball in the cup. The objective is to see who can get the most successive catches. If the player misses a catch, they must start their
count over.

Volunteer Opportunities
The Inland Northwest Woodturners is a
volunteer organization
– meaning that everything is performed by members who give of their time to conduct the business and activities of the organization. Besides helping to promote woodturning, volunteers also develop friendships by
working alongside their fellow woodturners and you can learn new skills as well.
Volunteering is not time consuming. Board members spend 6-10 hours a month on their duties but most
volunteers only contribute at meetings or special events. For example, the video assistant is responsible for
setting up and operating the video equipment during our regular monthly meeting. It usually takes less than a
half hour to set up before the meeting and 15 minutes to take down after the meeting – and the rest of the time
is during the meeting – and you’re already at the meeting!
Current volunteer opportunities and their estimated time commitment per month are:


Video assistant (~1 hour)



Assistant webmaster (~4 hours)



Facebook coordinator (~4 hours)



Assistant Coffee Coordinator (~1 hour)



Assistant Program Coordinator (~2 hours)



Assistant Newsletter Editor (~2 hours)



Cutting Party Coordinator (~1 hour + event)



Assistant Special Event Coordinator (~1 hour + ~5 hours per event)



Assistant Librarian (~1 hour)



Wood Raffle Coordinator (~1 hour)



Club Photographer (~1 hour per meeting or event)


Give of yourself – help your fellow woodturners (and yourself) and have fun while you’re doing it! Training
will be provided!
If you are interested in learning more about volunteering, contact the president, Doug Eaton; the webmaster, Frank Hutchison; or the treasurer, Carl Bodenstein, at any meeting or come to the monthly Board meeting
at Frankie Doodles on the third Thursday at 11:30. (If it’s your first time, the club buys your lunch!)

The Inland Northwest Woodturners are on Facebook
(https://www.facebook.com/inwturners/)!
You can post pictures as well as comment on posts.
We encourage you to like us on Facebook!

Cal Hanson
Bob Loweree

WANTED AND FOR SALE ITEMS
We are using the Newsletter as a mechanism to list MEMBERS' ONLY items for sale or wanted. Please submit all
requests for listings to the Newsletter master at: newsletter@inwwoodturners.com

All items will be listed ONLY once on request, and if not sold or acquired during that month's newsletter, a new
request for listing must be submitted.
INW is acting as a listing agent only and is not responsible for the item, it’s condition, pricing, or any other logistics of any resulting transaction. Furthermore, INW takes no fee for any listing or transactions that take place as a result of the listing. Listings will stay on the Newsletter for one month only unless specific new request is made to extend the listing into the next Newsletter. No commercial listings are allowed for members that have business interests in the items being listed. INW has sole discretion to not list or remove a listing that it feels is not in it’s general membership’s interest. Lister’s contact

Jet 1642 EVS full size lathe for sale.
1.5hp 110v motor. Works great.
Includes knock out bar, chuck, spur and live centers. $1600.
Located in Airway Heights. Damon M. 509 319 5174.

We have created a page on the INW website inwwoodturners.com. called “Store” that will
allow anyone to make their dues payments or donations on line by credit card.
If you are still waiting to make your 2017 membership dues payment (only a few of you are
still outstanding), now is your chance !
The system is secure and it processes completely on our own web site, using an application
from our already existing Square account. The integration is seamless, safe, and really cool !
The fee to the club for each transaction is the same as our normal Square credit card
processing fee, and the efficiency makes it well worth that expense.
Should you wish to check it out, and are willing to spend $10 (or any multiple of $10 you
would like) as a donation to the club, the last item on the list is for “Tax Deductible Donation”
and is listed at $10, but you may change the “quantity” to be any multiple of $10 you would
like. (for example put quantity 10 for a donation of $100).
I would very much like your feedback if you use the method to donate, pay your dues, etc.
I am hoping to be able to add other “items” like donated tools and even wood to the listings
and would let everyone know when new “items” are posted for “sale”.
If anyone is interested, Square integrated seamlessly with our Word Press created web site,
and PayPal required us to write code to create the equivalent “store”. Since we have a Square
account already, it was a no brainer !

