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September 2017
From President Doug:

From the Editor:
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Below is link to our webpage:

That brings me to the next item, Dick Worthey, from the Beaver State Woodturners
(Eugene, OR) will demonstrate for us, and then will have a hands-on session on Saturday @
Riverview. The cost of the all-day class is $50.00 and will be limited to the number of available lathes. Virginia (Weaver) said that she and Bob originally recommended Dick as a demonstrator, and believe he is a great teacher.
On September 23 & 24, the INW Woodturners participated as invited guests of the Spokane
Carvers at their Artistry In Wood Show at Salvation Army. Lots of shavings on the floor
from the turners who helped out including Don Westegaard, Tom Kimble, Terry Shaw (VG),
Steve Winford, Ron Valley and Frank Hutchinson participated. We had discussions with members of the Spokane Carvers about increased participation next year.
At the INW Woodturners Board meeting on September 17, it was decided to establish an
Emeritus Membership. The selectees will be announced at the next meeting. The board has
agreed to consider additional candidates each September.

Doug, INW President

dougeaton@mac.com

Show and Tell / Exhibit Table: Please bring your current work. We anticipate having a table for critique for those that
want constructive appraisal, as well as a table for those that just want to show their work without critique. We encourage learning and getting new ideas from evaluation, but some work needs none, and some artists prefer not to
participate in that fashion. The choice is always yours !
*******************************************
Raffle Table: Please feel free to bring extra wood, new or used tools, or other items for the raffle table. The money
raised from the raffle helps us maintain day to day operations of the club.
*******************************************

Treasurer’s Message:
We will begin accepting 2017 dues for INW in December,
payments can be made in advance of that if you are snow birding, etc.
Dues are per annum, beginning at each New Year, January 1, 2017. Renewal and new member dues are currently
$30.00, including family memberships, with students registered as members for free.
Make checks out to Inland NorthWest Woodturners or INW for short. Checks can be put in the mail to:
Inland Northwest Woodturners, c/o Carl Bodenstein, 701 W Timberview Ln, Spokane, WA 99224
Please remember the dues and membership for INW have no relation to membership or dues for AAW.
We prorate annual dues for NEW MEMBERS ONLY till June 30th, after which a minimum dues for the remainder of
the year is $15.00. All renewing members are $30.00 for 2017.
*******************************************
WEBSITE UPDATE: our website is up and running and getting better all the time. Members and visitors are encouraged to view the new features at: http://inwwoodturners.com/
*******************************************
FUNDAMENTALS AT RIVERVIEW: On the third Saturday of each month there are demonstrations and opportunities
for hands-on experience under the mentoring of more experienced club members starting at 9:00 am until ?????
Riverview Retirement Community is located at 1801 E Upriver Dr, Spokane, WA 99207 and the workshop is located
just south of the main entrance on Ross Ct.
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General Meeting:
September 5, at 6:30pm
Woodcraft
212 N. Sullivan Rd.,
Spokane Valley, WA

Newsletter Suggestions Encouraged
Have an article, comments, or suggestions for our
newsletter? I would appreciate hearing from you!
Email to: sandrhays@netscape.net
“WoodTurner” in the subject line please.

Project of the Month - (Ultra)Thin Parting Tool
By Frank E. Hutchison
_______________________________________________
I’m writing this article just a few days after the
Artistry in Wood show sponsored by the Spokane
Carvers Association. I was participating in our club’s
woodturning demonstration by making honey dippers.
Part of the honey dipper design is a series of thin
kerfs in the bulbous dipping end which trap the honey. To make these thin kerfs, I used my thin parting
tool – a tool which was unknown to several of the
other turners present.
A thin parting tool is designed to remove the minimum amount of wood when you part, usually used in
box making. Because many box designs emphasize
merging the joint line between top and bottom so
the box appears to have continuous grain patterns,
the more wood that’s remove, the more obvious the
joint line, hence a thin parting tool which generally
removes only 1/16”.

than most home shop bandsaws. In this instance, the
resaw blade is 1 1/4” wide. Old saw blades are an
excellent resource for tool making in the home shop

because the metal is generally harder than what
you’re find at the big box store. I never throw my
used blades away.
I

You can buy a thin parting tool at many places. A
Robert Sorby 1/16” parting tool is available from
Rockler ($39.99), Amazon ($22.94, $16.95 for the
PSI version), and even Walmart ($22.94)– yes,
Walmart has a full line of woodturning tools! Woodcraft’s offer one for $29.74. It’s not the most expensive tool you’ll ever buy.
But I thought I would use the opportunity to show
you how you can create an ultrathin parting tool with
materials in your shop. I enjoy making tools to fit
special situations and this tool is a great resource
when you want very little wood removed. The project
is not difficult.
I started with a bandsaw blade that had broken. I
have a MiniMax MM16 bandsaw which is much larger

used my grinder to cut the blade to the length I
wanted – approximately 6” – by using the corner
edge of the wheel. This is an operation that should
be gentle because you can put sideways forces on
the wheel which it is not designed to withstand. You
can also use a hacksaw or any other metal cutting
tool you have access to.

Next, I ground off the teeth of the saw

blade and removed any burr on the edges of the
blade piece. I hammered out any dents or bends in
the piece. Finally, I ground the profile of what would
be the cutting edge.
I dug through my scrap pile until I found a piece of
walnut that would provide me two pieces approximately 1/4” thick, the width of the metal blade and
approximately 4” long. After cutting the pieces out,
I sandwiched the metal blade with the wood and
used blue painter’s tape to hold everything together.

I then drilled two ¼” holes approximately 1/8” deep
on both sides of the handle with a smaller hole
drilled through the handle sized to allow the brass
machine screws to pass through. The ¼” hole 1/8”

deep is so the head of the machine screw and the
nut will sit at least partially below the surface.

the screw heads and the nuts to fill up the holes.
With all the epoxy cured, I took the tool to my stationary belt sander and sanded the handle until the
shape felt good in my hand. This included sanding
down the brass screw heads and nuts – brass can be
worked with ordinary woodworking tools including
sand paper. Hand sanding through the grits should
follow until you have the shape that’s comfortable to
hold.

You don’t need to finish the tool – the oils from your
hands will give the tool a nice patina. If you do want
to finish the handle, I recommend an oil finish as
most film finishes may become sticky with age and
use, plus they will wear off.
Tool making harkens back to the day when craftsmen couldn’t just buy a tool or, if the tool was available, the craftsman would have to provide a handle.
While we have many very good options and sources
for tools, there is a certain satisfaction in making a
tool that you use.
In future articles, I’ll describe making a carbide
scraper and a deep hollowing system.
If you have a suggestion for the Project of the
Month, mention it to me at the next monthly meeting.

Once all the holes are drilled, disassemble the sandwich. Sand the ends of the handle that will be at the
blade end – you won’t have an opportunity to shape
these ends later because the blade will be in the
way. Don’t worry about sanding anything else, it will
be wasted effort until later.

I assembled the tool using 5-minute epoxy and the
brass machine screws and nuts to secure the assembly. Because it never hurts to be sure, I added three
clamps to ensure the assembly would be a solid unit
upon curing. Don’t worry about squeeze out yet.
After removing the clamps, I added more epoxy to

Woodturning at the Spokane Interstate Fair
by Frank Hutchison
Every year starting the Friday after Labor Day, the Spokane Interstate Fair
opens and runs for 10 days. There’s lots to see, do and eat at the fair but this
year was a little different for me – I finally submitted something for the
judging!
To submit an entry, it must be a product you have created within the past
year – basically, any time after the deadline for submittals from the previous
year fair to the present. The deadline for submittals forms is around the
first week of August with the actual object being delivered to the fairgrounds the Tuesday after Labor Day. You must pick up your entry the day
after the fair ends. Full details can be found in the Exhibitor’s Guide at
www.interstatefair.org.
Woodturning is part of Class 8 – Woodworking. There are 37 separate “lots”
under woodworking with only one – Lot 5, Bowl, turned – being specifically
woodturning, but there are many lots which can feature turned items. My candleholder was in Lot 7, candleholder (shown above right).
So, what woodturning was at the fair? There
were bowls: a classic wooden bowl by our Steve

Whitford which won a blue ribbon (one of four); a segmented
bowl which was chosen as Best
in Show (that’s the black ribbon with the red, white and
black medallion) and a bowl
within a bowl (far right).
Besides my candleholder, there were two others: a goblet candleholder and a tube coming out of a
piece of branch (above).
The rest was a mixed bag of turned projects.
There was a platter
with pyrography and
a tap handle.

Steve Whitford also won a blue ribbon for a segmented lamp.
A modern set of turned chess pieces

A travel mug

and a small tumbler.

And there were three “rough” bowls featuring cracks or nature edges. All were in the Senior section.
There are separate sections for youth defined as 5 to 18. And
there were a few turnings there – three candle holders, a pepper mill and a slimline pen.
Interestingly, these five items were all made by youth with the
same last name!
So, that was woodturning at the fair this
year.

Segmented Vase
by Cal Hanson
(Black Walnut
(Juglans nigra) ,
Oak (Quercus sp.) ,
Padauk (Pterocarpus sp.))

Bowl
by Bob Loweree

WANTED AND FOR SALE ITEMS
We are using the Newsletter as a mechanism to list MEMBERS' ONLY items for sale or wanted. Please
submit all requests for listings to the Newsletter master at: newsletter@inwwoodturners.com
All items will be listed ONLY once on request, and if not sold or acquired during that month's newsletter, a new
request for listing must be submitted.
INW is acting as a listing agent only and is not responsible for the item, it’s condition, pricing, or any other logistics of any
resulting transaction. Furthermore, INW takes no fee for any listing or transactions that take place as a result of the
listing. Listings will stay on the Newsletter for one month only unless specific new request is made to extend the listing into
the next Newsletter. No commercial listings are allowed for members that have business interests in the items being
listed. INW has sole discretion to not list or remove a listing that it feels is not in it’s general membership’s interest. Lister’s
contact information should be name and an email address only. No phone numbers will be included in a listing for any
reason.

We have created a page on the INW website inwwoodturners.com. called “Store” that will
allow anyone to make their dues payments or donations on line by credit card.
If you are still waiting to make your 2017 membership dues payment (only a few of you are
still outstanding), now is your chance !
The system is secure and it processes completely on our own web site, using an application
from our already existing Square account. The integration is seamless, safe, and really cool !
The fee to the club for each transaction is the same as our normal Square credit card
processing fee, and the efficiency makes it well worth that expense.
Should you wish to check it out, and are willing to spend $10 (or any multiple of $10 you
would like) as a donation to the club, the last item on the list is for “Tax Deductible Donation”
and is listed at $10, but you may change the “quantity” to be any multiple of $10 you would
like. (for example put quantity 10 for a donation of $100).
I would very much like your feedback if you use the method to donate, pay your dues, etc.
I am hoping to be able to add other “items” like donated tools and even wood to the listings
and would let everyone know when new “items” are posted for “sale”.
If anyone is interested, Square integrated seamlessly with our Word Press created web site,
and PayPal required us to write code to create the equivalent “store”. Since we have a Square
account already, it was a no brainer !

Volunteer Opportunities
The Inland Northwest Woodturners is a
volunteer organization
– meaning that everything is performed by members who give of their time to conduct the business and activities of the organization. Besides helping to promote woodturning, volunteers also develop friendships by
working alongside their fellow woodturners and you can learn new skills as well.
Volunteering is not time consuming. Board members spend 6-10 hours a month on their duties but most
volunteers only contribute at meetings or special events. For example, the video assistant is responsible for
setting up and operating the video equipment during our regular monthly meeting. It usually takes less than a
half hour to set up before the meeting and 15 minutes to take down after the meeting – and the rest of the time
is during the meeting – and you’re already at the meeting!
Current volunteer opportunities and their estimated time commitment per month are:


Video assistant (~1 hour)



Assistant webmaster (~4 hours)



Facebook coordinator (~4 hours)



Assistant Coffee Coordinator (~1 hour)



Assistant Program Coordinator (~2 hours)



Assistant Newsletter Editor (~2 hours)



Cutting Party Coordinator (~1 hour + event)



Assistant Special Event Coordinator (~1 hour + ~5 hours per event)



Assistant Librarian (~1 hour)



Wood Raffle Coordinator (~1 hour)



Club Photographer (~1 hour per meeting or event)


Give of yourself – help your fellow woodturners (and yourself) and have fun while you’re doing it! Training
will be provided!
If you are interested in learning more about volunteering, contact the president, Doug Eaton; the webmaster, Frank Hutchison; or the treasurer, Carl Bodenstein, at any meeting or come to the monthly Board meeting
at Frankie Doodles on the third Thursday at 11:30. (If it’s your first time, the club buys your lunch!)

The Inland Northwest Woodturners are on Facebook
(https://www.facebook.com/inwturners/)!
You can post pictures as well as comment on posts.
We encourage you to like us on Facebook!

